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Summary

Aristotle on Human Nature. From Mind to Anatomy 

The book offers a systematic inquiry into Aristotle’s conception of 
man with an emphasis on its biological framework. Its point of de-
parture lies in Aristotle’s explanation of how anatomy and physiolo-
gy enable each living creature to accomplish its proper way of life. 
In contrast to other living things, human beings are adjusted not 
only for a determinate set of tasks, but built for the exceptionally 
wide variety of activities including those that fi nd their expression 
in complex political regimes. Moreover, if all animal activities seem 
to have their correlates in human actions, the latter also imply some-
thing unique over and above biology proper: human posture, toge-
ther with its underlying physiology, is naturally designed so as to re-
inforce our capacity to think and, even more uniquely, to deliberate.

To give its main topic an illustrative background, the book starts 
by discussing the understanding of human nature in the Presocratic 
authors and Plato. No matter how much he differs from the Presocra-
tics in his epistemology and metaphysics, Plato shares with a number 
of his predecessors the willingness to see the human being as a small 
world and, correlatively, to describe human thought in terms of phy-
sical motion. By contrast, Aristotle’s philosophical anthropology can 
be characterized by its refusal to describe thinking as motion and 
by its equally sharp break with the image of man as microcosmos. 
Instead, human uniqueness will be explained in terms of the shape 
and posture of human body together with some particular features 
of human sensation, imagination and recollection, and, fi nally, rati-
onal thought that alone does not map on anatomy.

Since to grasp Aristotle’s physiology and anatomy is a prerequisite 
for understanding his philosophical anthropology, the book pays a 
detailed attention to the role of heart and blood in Aristotle’s teleo-
logical explanation of our upright posture. In this context, Aristotle’s 
remarks on the scala naturae are analyzed, and so is his interpretation 
of various human features including the discussion of human hand 
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in De partibus animalium. A special place is reserved for the issue of 
sexual difference and its impact on Aristotle’s view of human being 
as a political animal. In this context, the book emphasizes the dif-
ference between Aristotle’s explanation of thinking in his biological 
work including De anima, and his cruder division of the soul into a 
rational and an irrational part. This biologically irrelevant division 
fi nds its use in political philosophy and ethics, where it also serves 
to describe the relation between the sexes in terms of natural domi-
nation and obedience.

From this issue the book returns to the soul as discussed, more 
thoroughly and fi nely, in biological treatises, with a view to the belief 
that “life is defi ned in the case of animals by the power of percepti-
on, in that of man by the power of perception or thought” (Nicoma-
chean Ethics IX, 9, 1170a16-17). The sensible soul, endowed with vari-
ous functions, must therefore come fi rst in the order of explanation 
of what defi nes man. In this respect, the book’s focus is on those 
activities of the sensible soul that are not exclusively connected with 
one particular sense organ. After a brief reminder of the problem 
of the soul’s division into parts or capacities, the sense of touch is 
discussed as the only sense that is superior in humans rather than 
animals. Closely connected to the heart as the central organ of all 
sensation, the sense of touch is also linked to the discerning power 
of human mind (De anima II, 9, 421a19-26). The so-called common 
sense and especially imagination (phantasia) are then considered in 
detail, including the importance of imagination for human thinking, 
self-awareness, and the activities of recollecting and deliberating. Hu-
man imagination is also compared with phantasia in other animals, 
and it is submitted that imagination in its most elementary form 
should characterize the whole realm of animal life as the life that is 
capable of local motion.

Concerning human being, deliberation and recollection receive 
special treatment as the activities where imagination clearly reaches 
beyond mental visualizing. In this context, the “deliberative imaginati-
on” enables us to combine mental images with the logical structure 
of judgment that is independent of these images’ particular content. 
As a result, man as the only deliberative animal is a unique creatu-



Summa r y 321

re with no counterpart in either the animal or the divine realms. At 
this point, the book offers an interpretation of Aristotle’s dictum that 
“the soul never thinks without an image” (De anima III, 7, 431a14–17). 
This need not mean that the thought is entirely dependent on phan-
tasmata; rather, mental images always accompany and facilitate (or 
mislead) those thoughts of which we are conscious.

This issue leads directly to Aristotle’s conception of human intel-
lect whose activity is supported by all bodily and psychic functions. 
More exactly, this intellect is an activity which could not occur wi-
thout the whole body-soul compound, but cannot be entirely expla-
ined by it. The line separating the activity of the sensible soul from 
the activity of human intellect is therefore quite thin and, instead of 
drawing it univocally, Aristotle recurs to the analogy between sense-
-perception and thinking. As Aristotle’s explanation of how human 
intellect works is offered in De anima III, 4, we are left wondering what 
the motivation of De anima III, 5 on the agent intellect may be. The 
book’s concluding chapter relates this motivation to the issue of the 
triggering of mental episodes which constitute the intermittent hu-
man thought. Seen in this light, the non-intermittently active agent 
intellect guarantees the permanence of even the human thought. The 
agent intellect would therefore be a sort of thought experiment colla-
teral to the acknowledgement that our thinking is intermittent, but 
adding no further characteristics to the intellect as treated in III, 4. 
On this reading, the introduction of the agent intellect in III, 5 need 
not be motivated by the discourse on the divine intellect in Meta-
physics XII, but can simply follow from the impossibility to guaran-
tee the permanence of human thinking – the goal of human natural 
constitution – on the basis of Aristotle’s biology alone.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


